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GRARA Return

Page as details develop.

Contracts are still to be finalized and signed, but it appears all GRARA meetings will be returning to the city of Gids)pdajhly as
soon as our April 3rd General Membership Meeting. Please keep an eye on our Club Web Page: WWW.W8DC.ORG as well aokiir Fz

While the entire GRARA Organization would like to thank the Cedarfield MHC out in Cedar Springs for the use of theill baeilitjfu
these past few months, it will be good to be back home in the city again.

s Home To GR!

Well, this is it! The first FULL issue of the New QRM Newslette
| hope you are enjoying it so far, lots more to come on the followi
pages, but if you have any comments or suggestions, you can al
reach me throughditor@W8DC.oregand share your thoughts.

ltés a new |l ook and | <can al
For instance, while we will publish no less than 4 issuegyear, they
may not be exactly fAon the qu
tional issue as news and events dictate. The important thing is th
get the information to you while you still have time to make plang
alter plans, reschedule vacations, cancel audiences with the Pog
whatever else you have to do to attend thesenglbrtant Ham Radiq
Events.
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If you go to a Radio Event, if you attend a swap, a breakfast, a
sHunt, vatevrai, muleoutyauuphand addstake someepictorésyl &
TAKE PICTURES! Attach them to an email to us and just type U
gparageph ordawo atout whereyoe may be need
atveat, or what you did so we may
, share it right here in QRM. When
egwer you so something the rest o
us dono6t know a
And we all do that every day.
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K8JH Tower Trailer (a

Since | enjoy chasing Maidenhead grids and doing grid activat
on 6 meters, | have been dreaming of ways to put together a for
ble portable grid rig. My idea was to have something | could ca
as well, as some of the Maidenhead grids out there are remote
rough. The attached pictures show what | came up with.

First, there is the Tacoma 4x4 truck camper. This is a wedge ca
that is a variation on a rooftop tent. The truck houses all of the r
equipment, computers and batteries. -i@pter beams are stored or
the camper roof. The tent doubles as a place to sleep. We can
the truck set up at another time, as | am focusing on the trailer in
article.

As the title suggests, this
bled from a kit. It took me a week or so to put together. There w
million bolts and nuts, but things were designed well. | added th¢
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ka Harbor Freight Trailer)

By Jim Hesslei K8JH

aasing kit and the wooden floor for a total trailer cost of about $1,
idgalded three large storage containers and bolted them to the trg
foor. The trailer allowed for additional storage of the antenna ro
rahairs, tables, additional gasoline and a canopy. The boxes hou
food, water, coax, generators, tarps, test equipment and other s

di€entral to the trailer tower is naturally the tower itself. Thanks
eBay, | acquired a used 32 ft. US Tower brand telescoping mast
H{$T0E. It was in good condition, and | was able to adapt my Yase
BROO0 rotor to slip into the top mast tube. This gave me another

ple of feet of elevation, bringing my antenna height to a full 35 fe
| faundaa wd/dorhinge the rrast ¢oithg trailer lage xehablidg itttor
areca for travel. In the front of the trailer, | added a small boat wir]
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oto lift and lower the set up. When setting up, | install the rotor an
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antenna while in the lowered, travel position,
and then raise everything to vertical. Once v¢
tical, | extend the mast and antenna to full
height.

The included pictures are from grid EN67 0
Brockway Mountain near Copper Harbor, Ml,
in August of 2025. With these you get a bette
idea of how it all goes together. The mastis |
fully extended in these pictures due to high
wind conditions at the time.

in northern MN, ND, MT and WY. | will be
taking this rig and be on 6m FT8 and other
modes as needed. | hope | am able to work
many of you grid chasers.

Best regards,

Jim Hessler K8JH

In June 2026 | am planning on grid activation:

GRARA
Membership Meeting

1st Friday Of Every Month

Gather at 6:30pm * Meeting starts at 7:00pm

Moving Back To Grand Rapids...SOON!
Watch W8DC.ORG and Facebook for the Details!

)




A Little Mor e,

| cameacross this YouTube video on how to wire your car for har
radio operations:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjUggOYqGAQ

Should go great for your antenna article

Stephen Provodt AC8QE
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The First ARRL America 250 Eii?g ng)bmission: 24 (Technician 1, General Class 3, and Amatgur
W1AW/8 "Michigan" Event |

From Fred Schebor (KBNGWjhe "Michigan" ARRL
America 250 Coordinatorf§chebor@charter.n¥t

Total Onthe-Air time: 380 hours, TotaDS O06 s : 8, 390!
QS 06 s /6ma6y IOm- 420, 12m- 96, 15m- 703, 17m- 11,
20m- 3,009,30m- 376,40m- 2,479,80m- 704, 160m 86

Q S 06 s/ @ve-d ,878,Digital - 3,830,Phone- 2,582

4 by Fred and the ARRL, a lot of fun to participate in, and I'm hopefful
that our Club Members find the results interesting.

| would strongly encourageur Club Members to participate in the

SUMMARY:

Duration: Feb 184, 2026 ARRL

The national association for

AMATEUR RADIO™

Number of Michigan Amateur participants submitting logs for coqrdi-



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjUqgOYqGAQ
mailto:fschebor@charter.net

The ARRL Annual Winter Field Day event was

held on the last full weekend in January, this year,

on the 24/25, 2026.

While many intrepid radio enthusiasts ventured

into the cold, cruel outdoors and operated from

tents and trailers, our own GRARA Ops preferred

the relatively cozy confines
Roomé But they had fun!

Winter Field Day!

of the Clubbés Radio

GRARA Goes

At Hamcation in Florida, | recorded an interesting video with
"Salty" Walt, K4OGO, who authored the new ARRL book on bui
ing portable HF vertical antennas:

"Meet the King of Portable HF Vertical Antennas"

https://youtu.be/P6alTPCZuoM

Hours:
Wednesdays: 5-8pm
Sundays: 1-4pm

In the basement of the LIFE-EMS building,
1050 Fuller NE, just South of Leonard

Walk to the tower, descend the stairs, press the doorbell...

On my YouTube channel, "Ham Radio Perspectives."

Quin Schultze K8QS
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https://youtu.be/P6aITPCZuoM

