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GRARA Returns Home To GR! 
 Contracts are still to be finalized and signed, but it appears all GRARA meetings will be returning to the city of Grand Rapids, possibly as 

soon as our April 3rd General Membership Meeting. Please keep an eye on our Club Web Page: WWW.W8DC.ORG as well as our Facebook 

Page as details develop. 

 While the entire GRARA Organization would like to thank the Cedarfield MHC out in Cedar Springs for the use of their beautiful facility 

these past few months, it will be good to be back home in the city again. 

 

 Well, this is it! The first FULL issue of the New QRM Newsletter! 

I hope you are enjoying it so far, lots more to come on the following 

pages, but if you have any comments or suggestions, you can always 

reach me through editor@W8DC.org and share your thoughts. 

 Itôs a new look and I can also promise you itôs an evolving format. 

For instance, while we will publish no less than 4 issues per-year, they 

may not be exactly ñon the quarter,ò as there may be need for an addi-

tional issue as news and events dictate. The important thing is that we 

get the information to you while you still have time to make plans, 

alter plans, reschedule vacations, cancel audiences with the Pope, or 

whatever else you have to do to attend these all-important Ham Radio 

Events. 

 That being said, we are going back to the old numbering system of 

ñVol#1, Vol#2, etcò for consecutive issues. This leaves us more flexi-

ble on the publishing timeline. Youôll note this issue is labeled: 

ñVol#2 ï 2026 Spring-ish.ò I plan on you hearing from us again well 

before Field Day as those plans take shapeé perhaps, ñSummer-

ish,ò but I donôt know. Until then, enjoy! 

 Let me also remind you that there is NO Newsletter without you! 

If you go to a Radio Event, if you attend a swap, a breakfast, a Fox 

Hunt, whatever, pull out your phone and take some pictures. I said, 

TAKE PICTURES! Attach them to an email to us and just type up a 

paragraph or two about where you 

went, or what you did so we may 

share it right here in QRM. When-

ever you so something the rest of 

us donôt know abouté itôs NEWS! 

And we all do that every day. 

So, hope you enjoy QRM, and letôs 

hear from you! 

 

Bruce Jenvey ï AA8YC 

mailto:editor@W8DC.org


K8JH Tower Trailer (aka Harbor Freight Trailer) 

By Jim Hessler ï K8JH 

 Since I enjoy chasing Maidenhead grids and doing grid activations 

on 6 meters, I have been dreaming of ways to put together a formida-

ble portable grid rig.  My idea was to have something I could camp in 

as well, as some of the Maidenhead grids out there are remote and 

rough.  The attached pictures show what I came up with. 

First, there is the Tacoma 4x4 truck camper.  This is a wedge camper 

that is a variation on a rooftop tent.  The truck houses all of the radio 

equipment, computers and batteries.  Six-meter beams are stored on 

the camper roof.  The tent doubles as a place to sleep.  We can discuss 

the truck set up at another time, as I am focusing on the trailer in this 

article. 

 As the title suggests, this is a Harbor Freight 5ôx10ô trailer, assem-

bled from a kit.  It took me a week or so to put together.  There were a 

million bolts and nuts, but things were designed well.  I added the 

railing kit and the wooden floor for a total trailer cost of about $1,500. 

I added three large storage containers and bolted them to the trailer 

floor.  The trailer allowed for additional storage of the antenna rotor, 

chairs, tables, additional gasoline and a canopy.  The boxes house 

food, water, coax, generators, tarps, test equipment and other spare 

gear. 

 Central to the trailer tower is naturally the tower itself.  Thanks to 

eBay, I acquired a used 32 ft. US Tower brand telescoping mast 

($700).  It was in good condition, and I was able to adapt my Yaesu 

G800 rotor to slip into the top mast tube.  This gave me another cou-

ple of feet of elevation, bringing my antenna height to a full 35 feet. 

I found a way to hinge the mast to the trailer base, enabling it to tilt 

over for travel.  In the front of the trailer, I added a small boat winch 

to lift and lower the set up.  When setting up, I install the rotor and 



antenna while in the lowered, travel position, 

and then raise everything to vertical.  Once ver-

tical, I extend the mast and antenna to full 

height. 

 The included pictures are from grid EN67 on 

Brockway Mountain near Copper Harbor, MI, 

in August of 2025.  With these you get a better 

idea of how it all goes together.  The mast is not 

fully extended in these pictures due to high 

wind conditions at the time. 

In June 2026 I am planning on grid activations 

in northern MN, ND, MT and WY.  I will be 

taking this rig and be on 6m FT8 and other 

modes as needed.  I hope I am able to work 

many of you grid chasers. 

Best regards, 

Jim Hessler - K8JH 

 



A Little More, I Did It Myselfé 

I came across this YouTube video on how to wire your car for ham 

radio operations: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjUqgOYqGAQ 

 

Should go great for your antenna article 

 

Stephen ProvostðAC8QE 

nated submission: 24 (Technician 1, General Class 3, and Amateur 

Extra 20). 

         

Total On-the-Air time: 380 hours, Total QSOôs: 8,390! 

QSOôs/band: 6m - 6, 10m - 420, 12m - 96, 15m - 703, 17m - 11,  

20m - 3,009, 30m - 376, 40m - 2,479, 80m - 704, 160m - 86 

 

QSOôs/mode: CW - 1,978, Digital - 3,830, Phone - 2,582 

 

The W1AW/8 "Michigan" Section's Event was very well organized 

by Fred and the ARRL, a lot of fun to participate in, and I'm hopeful 

that our Club Members find the results interesting.  

 

I would strongly encourage our Club Members to participate in the 

second - and last - Michigan activation this fall, and help put 

W1AW/8 "Michigan' on the Air. If interested, please contact Fred - 

K8NGW. 

73 es Good DX! 

Submitted by Dennis FaistðK8YE 

The First ARRL America 250 

W1AW/8 "Michigan" Event 
 

From Fred Schebor (K8NGW), the "Michigan"  ARRL 

America 250 Coordinator (fschebor@charter.net): 

SUMMARY:  

Duration: Feb 18-24, 2026 

 

Number of Michigan Amateur participants submitting logs for coordi-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjUqgOYqGAQ
mailto:fschebor@charter.net


 The ARRL Annual Winter Field Day event was 

held on the last full weekend in January, this year, 

on the 24/25, 2026. 

 While many intrepid radio enthusiasts ventured 

into the cold, cruel outdoors and operated from 

tents and trailers, our own GRARA Ops preferred 

the relatively cozy confines of the Clubôs Radio 

Roomé But they had fun! 

GRARA Goes To ñHamcationò 
 

 At Hamcation in Florida, I recorded an interesting video with 

"Salty" Walt, K4OGO, who authored the new ARRL book on build-

ing portable HF vertical antennas: 

 

 "Meet the King of Portable HF Vertical Antennas" 

https://youtu.be/P6aITPCZuoM 
 

On my YouTube channel, "Ham Radio Perspectives." 

 

Quin Schultze - K8QS 

Winter Field Day! 

https://youtu.be/P6aITPCZuoM

